Comments about “Biomimicry” by Janine Benyus

From: Alypios

On Form:

Excellent writing style and language.  Her language degree serves her well.  Nice choice of “juicy” words in places where the content could become dry very quickly.  No clear rational for the sequencing of topics or the choice of the titles of the chapters.  

On Content:

Some technical issues get quickly complicated for the unsuspecting reader.  No clear picture of where we stand in the big picture.  Appears to have changed her philosophy while compiling the different chapters.  Book may have taken over 10 years to complete.
Interesting comment about the economics around the Exxon Valdez!! Page 281.
Recent Progress of Biomimicry:
Some interesting success stories but mainly for marginal gains: example: in aero or hydrodynamics. Nothing dramatic in photosynthesis for harvesting hydrogen or carbon dioxide.
Can this approach save us from the threat of global warming consequences?

Not in the way it is presented in this book.  The speeds of discovery and change seem to extremely slow and it is not clear how far we are from breakthrough components.
Is it moving us in the right direction?

Getting inspiration from the “natural” way to handle some of the burning problems of energy and water in order to solve them effectively with one system is great.  Arguing that all the population on earth will or should convert to a “nature” loving cult is extreme.  Some of us are happy to do this but we are nowhere near a majority.  The prospect of a cataclysmic catastrophe (drowning billions of people) triggered by global warming appears to be a potential cleansing experience for nature and explicitly presented in this book as a “hitting a wall” situation for humanity.   The urgency of doing something to avert the catastrophe does not appear to be an important topic for the book.  I am concerned about the social dimensions of this message.
Nature’s way of introducing change and evolution is wise but the human ability to catalyze change through much quicker information exchanges and design/production of new systems is ignored as reality (except in a negative sense).  The spiritual, artistic and social complexities of humanity are downplayed as a strong component of evolution.  Although humans have been very arrogant in the monopolizing of the rational and decisions on resource use, we still need some credit for having reached the point to be able to do it!
I have the same concern I had with all the previous books.  They do not seem to be able to put their philosophy and teachings in the context of the big picture and/or be inclusive in their plans for most of the population. 

