Some contrasts between McKibben and Friedman as Sustainability advocates

A. Economic growth: GNP vs. GNH, or “More vs. Better”

1. McKibben rejects the assumption about human nature underlying traditional economics: that people make most decisions on the basis of self-interest and unlimited desires for material wealth--Homo Economicus-- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homo_economicus--in favor of  “hedonics.”

2. Friedman: “There is only one thing bigger than Mother Nature and that is Father Profit” 244

B. Centralization vs. localism

1. Friedman would like US to be “China for a Day,” allowing top-down central planning as response to “Code Green.”

a) Exception: Friedman acknowledges localism in talking about saving Biodiversity and cultural diversity in Indonesia

2. McKibben sets sustainable development in Kerala India, following Gandhian principles, as counter example to China 

a) Exception: McKibben likes decentralization of Internet but doesn’t acknowledge global and capital-intensive infrastructure that makes it work

C. Nationalism vs. humanism

1. Friedman appeals to competitive American patriotism. McKibben appeals to community and cooperation

D. Informants and associations

1. Friedman is a breathless globetrotter, unlinked to a home community.  His authorities are largely CEO’s and high government officials.

2. McKibben’s informants are largely friends and neighbors.  His authority lies in the vividness and authenticity of specific examples.  This anecdotal evidence lacks scope.

